he Parish Council is
responsible for many
important aspects of our
community. It owns various
pieces of land throughout Batheaston,
including the playground, the football
pitch and the riverside including the
secret garden. We have a handyman,
Bert, who does an excellent job in
keeping these areas tidy, especially in
the summer months when the riverside
is busy with paddleboarders! Bert is
also kept very busy with many other
tasks around the village.
We are responsible for in excess of 30
streetlights, not all of them! Many of
these lights, have been repaired and
updated over the last year. We provide
the hanging baskets and the lights on
the High Street at Christmas.
One of our official tasks is to review
all planning applications prior to
decisions being made by BANES.
Members of the community can attend
our meetings in order to comment on
particular applications and the council
then votes to approve or oppose the
application. However, our views are
only advisory and do not bind BANES.
The Parish Council also works with
CURO and other local organisations
to improve the quality of life for
Batheaston residents.
We are currently updating the
playground, the first set of repairs
are nearly completed, and we have a
working group involving other residents
of Batheaston considering what else
can be improved, what other pieces
of equipment can be purchased and
what else can be done to make the

playground as user friendly as possible.
We have initiated a review of the car
park, this is not straightforward as there
are many issues to consider, do we
charge or do we not charge, electric car
charging points, car club etc. There are
a number of options and we want the
community to get involved and tell us
what you want.

Over the next year we will be looking at
ways to improve the Rhymes Pavilion,
how about an all-weather football
pitch? What about other uses for the
toilet block, still a toilet but how about
a pop up shop next door?

Parish Councils are the lowest tier of
government and all councillors are
residents of the parish and councillors
are not paid for their time. We are
either elected or we are co-opted onto
the council. All current councillors
have been appointed by existing
councillors, i.e. co-opted onto the
Council.

At present we are only six councillors,
we therefore have a number of
vacancies and the more councillors

we have, the more we can do for the
community. We welcome applications
from any resident who wants to
contribute to the community with their
ideas and their time. Batheaston is a
fabulous place to live and as a Parish
Council we want to work with as many
of you as possible on ways to enhance
Batheaston and our community.

For all enquiries contact the Clerk,
Richard Maccabee, at clerk@
batheaston-pc.gov.uk. See our website
for more information.

#%: Batheaston Times

Events

COUNCIL
MEETING

26th April, 715pm
The Council meets
every month,
normally at 7:15pm
on a Tuesday, at the
Rhymes Pavilion.
Residents are
welcome to come
along and hear what
is said, and can make
a contribution about
things on the agenda.

ANNUAL MEETING
OF ELECTORS

10th May

The Council co-
ordmates the Anrmaat
Meeting of Electors,
which is your meeting

—an opportunity

to discuss anything
about the parish that
you want to.

QUEEN’S JUBILEE
5th June

We are having a
street party on 5
June to celebrate
the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee,

all suggestions

for entertainment
very welcome. Are
any of you in local
bands, how about a
battle of the bands?
Do we have any
jugglers, magicians
or acrobats? Please
contact either
Richard Maccabee or
Hannah Squire.
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Batheaston Youth Club ° 2

Our club offers opportunities for young people to enjoy sport
and recreation activities and develop social skills within a
supportive, purpose-built local community environment.

he BYC was established in the early
1960s by BANES as a safe weekly
drop-in facility for young people.
Sixty years on, the Tuesday and
Thursday evening sessions are still run by
qualified Youth Workers during term-time for
11-to-21-year-olds and hot snacks and tuck
shop treats are also available to buy.

Over the years, young people have come in
their droves to enjoy the range of activities on
offer and today is no different. The club has

a little kitchen, a chill-out area with sofas, a
pool table, table tennis tables and a sports hall
for basketball, football, karate, dance, arts
and crafts and more.

Our achievements/adventures/successes
Batheaston YC has been a haven of fun and
learning for young people across the county
for decades. The club is used by many outside
clubs that hire the facilities on a weekly basis.
Any individuals can attend these clubs by
booking with the provider.

Today, our young people are feeling the
effects of being cut off from their peers
during lockdown. Home-schooling and the
lack of direct social contact with friends and
family have all taken their toll. As our young
people get back into the swing of more formal
education, the Youth Club offers a safe,

Events

Tuesdays
6.30-9pm

Thursday evening
(term-time)
6.30-9pm

after-school alternative where young people
can meet, play music and obtain confidential
advice and support from qualified staff and/

or a school nurse as required. Workshops
cover a diverse range of topics including
cookery, personal safety, and drugs and alcohol
awareness. In the past, members have enjoyed
trips and residential weekends, including rock
climbing and ice-skating, all of which are on
hold as we return to normal routines.

Future Plans

Batheaston Youth Club has been an invaluable
refuge for some of our most vulnerable young
people for years. We want to make sure we
continue to meet their needs in the future.
The facility is available to local groups to

hire and new volunteers are always invited to
help support and expand what we offer. The
sports hall area was purpose-built in 1995 with
National Lottery and Sports Council funding.
Today, our most pressing need is to raise
£14,000 to repair the roof for future use.

~
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Please get in touch if you have

any questions about our activities,
would like to volunteer, deliver an
appropriate workshop or support with
fundraising on 01225 859 324 (Tuesday
and Thursday evenings only). Your
support will be warmly welcomed.
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Batheaston Medical Centre

We try to be as accessible as possible to our patients and strive to provide the best
quality of care from both from our clinical team and our administration team.

e have been working hard to keep
W things running as smoothly as possible

at the medical centre during the Covid

pandemic. When we were asked if we
would be able to offer a Covid vaccination service
here at the medical centre we immediately said ‘Yes'.
As a group of practices working together, we have
now delivered over 25,000 Covid vaccinations to
the patients of Batheaston Medical Centre, Fairfield
Park Health Centre, and Widcombe Surgery, as well
as to those registered with practices outside of our
boundaries. We are incredibly proud to have been
able to offer this to our patients and hope to continue
this service as and when further Covid vaccination
clinics are required.

In 2021 two practices within Bath closed and we
found our practice list size increased by over 1000
patients overnight. We were able to add additional
GP and nursing capacity as well as increased
administrative support to smoothly integrate the new
patients into our practice.

As you may be aware, we have 3 GP Partners at the
medical Centre. Dr Karen Prees is our Senior partner
who has a particular interest in children’s health and
mental health, she is also a GP trainer and has been
teaching new GPs for many years. Dr Philip Weldon
is also a new GP trainer and has a keen interest in
diabetes and medicines management. Dr Tim Hogg
is our cancer lead for the practice, he also looks after
patients who are in our local care homes.

©

We have 4 salaried GPs here at the practice, Dr
Nicola Weldon, Dr Kirsty Watford, Dr Rosie Cain and
Dr John Sykes. We also have Dr Sam Parsons who is
with us as a GP locum, having recently joined us from
Grosvenor Place surgery.

As we are a teaching practice we often have GP
Trainees who have already qualified as doctors

but are looking to spend time in Primary Care
specialising to become GPs. We are currently hosting
2 GP trainees, Dr Lucy Austreng who is in her 1st year
of GP training, and will be with us until August, and
Dr Chucks Eluwah who is now in his 2nd year of GP
training and will be with us until May.

The GPs are supported by our nursing team, Sister
Dawn Hughes, Sister Bernice Currey, Sister Eleanor
Davey, and by our Health Care Assistants, Andrea
and Emma. We also have an administrative team who
deal with incoming calls, referrals, and prescription
requests to name but a few calls on their time.

We try to be as accessible as possible to our patients
and strive to provide the best quality of care both
from our clinical team and our administration team.
We provide a variety of services ranging from

GP consultations to NHS health checks, routine
long-term condition monitoring, adult and child
vaccinations and contraception.

For an extensive list of our services please check out
our website: www.batheastonmedicalcentre.com
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Wern

Meet Katy, your new Village Agent, working for
WERN, the West of England Rural Network

What is a Village Agent?

How can your Village Agent help

Free confidential service
providing advice and support
for anyone over 18 years old
Providing a connection
between local people and the
many voluntary and statutory
organisations offering services
and support

Helps people maintain
independence in their own
home

Independent from other
services so we can provide the
most appropriate advice for
your individual circumstances
Working is partnership

with other charities and
organisations with specialist
knowledge and experience.

you?

Do you live alone, are
concerned about something
that may need attention but
have no one to turn to?

« Are you struggling as a young
person, an older person or as
a family and need advice and
support?

« Do you have a problem that
may be resolved by accessing
the right professional services
or agencies, but are unsure of
where to begin?

« Are you an unpaid carer who
looks after others (no matter
how informally) and needs a
little help and support?

« Have you had a recent crisis or
change of circumstance and
are struggling to know where
to turn?

How can you contact me?
Call 01275 333700, leave your
details and | will call you back.

Email me katy@wern.org.uk

* All conversations are treated with

the strictest confidentiality *

V=RN
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National Trust .

The National Trust is delighted to announce the creation of a ‘green corridor’ at
Bathampton Meadows, linking the historic city centre to surrounding countryside.
24.66 hectares from the local council

ollowing the transfer of this wedge of
land —15.58 hectares of farmland and

—the land is now protected without
any threat of future development, to the

benefit residents, visitors and nature. We have

ambitions to create additional pathways on
the land previously belonging to the council,
and nature at the Meadows will be improved
to encourage wildlife including foraging
habitat for greater Horseshoe bats, wetland
habitat for wading birds and increased
numbers of wildflowers for pollinators.

We are launching a programme of
community engagement to develop the
future of the meadows in partnership with
local people and key partners, in order to
better understand what the meadows mean
to people and develop plans on how the
land can better support nature habitats
and access. We want to hear why the
Meadows are special to you and your ideas
for making them even better. There will be
conversations, volunteering opportunities
and more drop-in events coming soon

— we will share the details here and on

nationaltrust.org.uk/bathampton-meadows.

‘We’re really excited to finally be
able to announce this project as it
will make it possible for the 100,000
residents of Bath and thousands of
visitors each year to head out of the
city to enjoy the countryside.’

Tom Boden
General Manager for
the National Trust’s
Bath properties



Calling all volunteers!

Our local school, church, youth club, scouts group, charitable
organisations and clubs need you to help our community grow.

v

We need volunteer drivers, social media gurus, web
designers, cooks, bakers, event organisers, fundraisers,
hosts, workshop organisers and more.

If you'd like to get involved, please get in touch:
hello@batheastontimes.co.uk

For a Brilliant and Resilient Future.
Let’s Grow Batheaston Together.
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